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THIRTIETH CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION.

Report No. 603.
[To aocompany bill H. R. No. 487.J

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
BOWIE CLAIMS.
MAY

Mr.

0.ARNETT Du:NCAN,

16, 1848.

from the Committee on Public Lands, made
the following

REPORT :
The Committee on Public L1,nds, having considered a -resolution to
them submitted on the 31st day of January, 184.S, report:
That certain Spanish claims for land, confirmed by the superior
court of the late Territory of Arkansas, have since been ascertained
to have been fraudulent and set aside on bill of review; and that
certain bona fide assignees of small parts of such fraudulent claims,
confirmed by the courts, wish to be protected in their possessions,
and are willing to yield up their claims under the Spanish titles,
if they can be allowed to purchase the lands thus yielded up at the
minimum price of the public lands.
The committee do not deem it expedient to express any opinion
on the validity or invalidity of these titles in the hands of innocent
subsequent purchasers, believing that to present properly a legal
question for the courts to decide; but they are satisfied that the
purchasers who elect to pay for the lands thus held, ought, upon
every principle of public policy, to be allowed to do so, to quiet·
these titles.-See Reports of Committees, 1st session 28th Congress,
volume ii., Report 409 . See also, Laws U. S., volume viii., 297,
541. They therefore report a bill, entitled, &c., with the recommendation that it ought to pass.

